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RINOPSIS OF PRHECEDING
Jellormon Beotk $¢., w1
durtng & big game trip b Afrles marries Huth
Mortom, » mistlonary's dangter,  Boott Ml
By savagie.  Ila widow gows to ble faiber's Mare.
lsnd bome wilh her baly deugueer, Virginia. =be
brings aoma her webllog oorificate snd  other
papers, shoob her fataer indne pats away for mles
bewiing  Virgonin grows te beautiful soumanbos)
e grandfatye; dies, S i, prwiimably, helr to
Ria foreune  seoit Taglor s disoluie nephew of
e oM wan, comes from New York to the Mary.
aod plasiation to cialm the wtats, Na will w
found, Terlor henta that Viginia's parents were
pot marnied, Thuir walliog eertilirate belng ap
parently loat, Virgiule's @ ther #ritem 10 ber hus
and's former chum, Hobert Gordon, an Afrkan
explorer, AAKIng WMm to prove her marrage, The
Inttar reachien Gerden's pop, IMek. His father
dead, Inck sewoliss 1o g to Alrica in senrch of
the evidence Mre Soott ueeds, Teylor hirs gun-
wen to follow and Kl Gordon,  Vinginla alss goss
o Afrios vn 8 quest for wldense of her paracty
marriage.  Sbe W eaptund Ly Tayiors emlsarios,
Gordon sares tha lifa of & lmige man ssling los.
The Mou sihitila geaulne Eratitade for the set of
marey.

New

INWTALVMENTS
b young Marylaader,

CHAPTER V.
(Contiuwed. )

AXKHAUSTED from her strug-

gles 1o free herselt from
l  her bunds, Virginia lay in

dumb misery Ustoning to

the sounds of revel with.
out. The blacka were duncing now,
Their hideous yells roeverberated
through the furest. The danecing ligzht
from the great fire they had bulll to
{lluminate the scone of their orgy
foso und fell Atfully across the open
entrance of the Lut o which the
girl lay.

Her own men would be jolning In
the mad revel, slic wall knew, No uso
to appeal to them. Alrewdy they had
shown the calibre of their loyalty.
Only the headmun had remstosd at
all stanch i bis leaily to her and be
WAN O weak vessd oven when suber.
Now that he was drunk, as he doudt-
Jess wun, she could hot appenl even
to Lt with sty Lupe ol 8 respollan,

Now and axain 800 heard the voloss
of the white inen, inudin from drink.
She shuddessd as sie cunetaplated
thelr returs to the hut  Again she
pirugyiea vilnly with ber bouds. Huye
was Wil uld ) exunguishea, for what
Vape couid ve far her here
among Lhene wild savages and cruel,
relentivns whitos?

As the Dlucks danced asd the whites
another creature

el

Lhheere

drank with them,

vamn Virgioia seoit hewrd the Bac-
mpaian nomes of their drunken
evei. A srvat, bluck-maned o
grim and shieal prowled about _ll!
pablande, pannng and hatening, Now
apd apuin he would hait. with bis

head cocked upon one side and his
curs up-pricked, ‘Then he wulld re-
suime His tiroless pacing, Round apd
round tne vutside of Lhe inclosure he

paced bis stealthy beat,
Occasonally a low, & very low,
mpoun  cstapcd  his  lips—a wolrd,

ood - frevatug moan (hat, nappily tor
Hm peace of miud of the revelers
was Jdrowned by their own hideous
nolses What were his intentiona?
That he svcined gearching for some-
thing or soine appeared evident,
Onco or twive be paused and Ifing
his head mepsared the distanee to the
1op of he piuisiile, To the very gilus
had he followes spoor of the white
men who had nlain his male. For
them he had coine. Were they withe-
m? He couwld not cateh ther scent;
bat thouxh he nad elrcled the pall-
saded village seversl timea his sensi-

ve nostriis hnd discoversd no speor

sher than that which ended at the
willingge wates,  Hin brule sense told
him that they must be within, Why
daid ho hesitate? He wus no coward;
but neb her was he any fool, He
knew the powers and the purpose of
EUNy Al spoads, Al 06 Knew o that
opce within the jalisade with the
man-people, whille all were awake, he
might be kilied efore he had aecoms-

utin

plished the revenge upon which he
waa Lont, and 80 he bided his time—
u fleree and terrible thing, padding
noisclissly through the black night
bayaoml tne palisade.
Jm‘i‘hu uight wore slowly on. lasa
and lee, became the sounds of revelry
48 one by onno tiacks succuimbud to
the influcnces of (hoir badve hoer

and the white mun's whiskey, P'resents
ty Tagior rose unsteadly and maude

him way toward s bul, sladgering
Jittle, for it was s boast that ne
raoule carry his lowd llke a gentles
man.

Virginog, wile eved and sled pleus,
BAW L appranching. Inothe estromity
of her foar she rolicd to the far side
of the nut o lie toere silent bnd
motinnless in Lhe hope Lhat he had
forguiivn jwr wrescnce and would
not noLiee hee, ruylor sober :1_m:nt
e appaled to in Lhe morisng. Fhers
must be a fibre of ohivulry Bomige
where 10 the soul of &ny man in

whose viens flowed the honored blood
of the Scotts; but Taylor drunk would
be pdameant to any Intluence counter
to hia pussiont.

From the darknnss
Virklioia saw  ow sallghtly heo stuag-
gered and lier hope repowed. o
might not be so badly intoxicated o

of her corner

she hud foarcd: bot as he lurched
through the low dovrway her heart
sank, for he called hor pame aloud

In a thick volee that belied the steadl-
ness of his carriugs,

Bhe dil notl reply, nnd e crossod
the hut, stooping and fesling for her
with his nands, P'resently he touched
her, and an ‘ah.' of satisfaction
broko from bis lips

“ilo, sweetle he mumbled.

Virc.nia did not answer, feigning
sleep Insiead, He grasped her by the

atder and shiovk her,
’n""\\‘ e oy, KLY he shouted, I
show you I'm not shush a bad sorl.
8 crouks out there wanted me to
cronk you; but 'm a golmun; 1 won't
cronk you If you treat me right”

Huo draggzed her to o sitting postures
and pul bis arins about her, Bhe could
not push Him away or fght hum off,

for her acma were plnioned behind
her.

“Scort!" she orled. “Think what
you are duing! Il am your own
cousin,”

“[irsh ocounin once removed he
oorrectoed,

"Please, Seott!™  she  pleaded.
“Pleare 'tave mo alone®

For reply he kinsnd her,
*You beast!"™ wnu eried.
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“No beast” he assured, “To show
what a goo' fellow 1 am I'm goin' o
take thepe ropea off you," and he com-
menced Lo fumble with the knots. |

Virginia saw a ray of hope now in
his drunkenness, Hober, his reason
would have warned him against re-
leaning her; but drunk he had all the
foollsh nasurance of drankennesa.
The knots bafling him, he drew his
hunting knife and eut the corda.

“Now." he sald, "you can show me
how mush you love me” and again
he ssized her and strained her to
him. At his hip awung a revolver.
Virginla had coveted it from the fArst
Now It was the work of but a moment
ta snatoh 1t from Its holster und presa
It against the man's stomach,

“Take your handas off me.” she said,
“or I'!l pull the trigger," and she
poked the muzile against hia riba,

Taylor knew in an instant what ahe |
had accomplished and it sobered him,
Slowly his hand crept down to welze
hers where it beld the weapon close
against him. |

“Put up your hands” she warned
him, “and put them up quickly., I
ahall take no chances, Boott, and 1

ve you my word that I'd breaths

if you were dead™

The man ralsed his hands ahaova hia
hend and Vieginia sprang to her foet,

“Now atay whera you are,” she
rommanded. *Don’t come out of this
hut befors morning. If you do, or
make any attempt to stay or recap-
ture me, 1 asall certainly make it my
sole point in life to kill you before I
Am retaken”

Hlpwly =he backed across the floor
toward the doorway. She would
arousne her men and at the point of
Seott's revolver fores them to accom-
pany her from the village. Bhe was
deaperate, for she knew that worse
than death was the beat that she
could hope for from Boolt Taylor.

It waua with a sigl of relief that
the passed the low portal and found
herwelf In the purs air of the moon-
bathed teopleal night. A prayer of
thankseiving was on her lipe; but it
wna never breathed, for scarce hnd
ahe emerged from the Intarlor of the
hu' than she was roughly seised from
hehind and the revolver wrenched
ymu her grasp,

s !
CHAPTER V1. {

! Virginta turned to struggie |
with her captors she saw |
that they were Taylor's two
accomnplices, and now Tay-

lor, relensed from the mennce
of the revalver, rurhed from the hut

ta tha penlatancs af hia fellows 14/

required the combined strength of the |

three to subdue the girl, who wus

Ashting with the atrength of desper-|

ation for [ife, an? more than ife.

But at last they overcame her and
dragiged her back into the hut. Hers
they alhioveld her to the far «lde, and,
panting from thelr exertions, stood
plowering at her, Taylor was wiping
blood from his band. Virginla Soott,
In the sxtremity of her need, had been
transformed In the moment of hattle
1o a primocrdial she-thing, and as ber
nrst human ancestor mignt have done,
hud rtought with testh and nalls
aralnst her assallants,  Kelly, too,
hnd felt her atrong, whito tee' ) sink
into tls flesh and Gootclh bore & long
serateh from temple to chin,

*"The —" oxclaimed the lat-
ter. “We'd orter of croaked her in
the fArst place.”

Taylor was eying the girl through
narrowsd lids. All the boast that was
in him ahone from his evil eyes. He
turned and whispered quickly to Kelly
and Gooteh,

“Are we in on 1T asked the formér,

‘l;‘.uiu: uodded, "I don't care,” he
Bl

"And then we give her the k. o. an'
put hier pway benin’ the hut'” supple-
meniea Goofch, *The groun' ‘s soft
an’ the diggin'll he eany."

“I told you thut's wot you'd erter
of done In the prst place,” grombiod
Kelly. “Itll leave you the only heir
an’ tuey won't be hubody to squeal
about Gordon w'en ho dun't show up

ne more,"

“Uo to It" growled Taylor; *there
can't be any cut bite me up without
paying for i

The two crooks advanced toward
the girl wid selzed her. Taylor waited
te obe siae.  Blowiy they forced her
to the foor of the hut und beld her
thers, though she fuught with all the
plichgtl realning o ber,

And outside the palisads the black
muned prowier sniffed and Listenod,

Now a litle, vagrant breage eddid o4

through the stagoant nlght. It swirled
across the village compound, and it
bore upon its wings to the nosirls of
the carnivore tae [resh scent of the
white men, With a low owl the
great beast crouched and sprang
Lightly ux & feather he topped the
palisade and dropped nolsclessly witu-
i
For a lm-mrntTha stood maotlonless,
ring about. here wus Do one In
s::lm.‘\\'lth long, easy strides, his
supple muscies rolling in the moon-
lght beneath bis amooth hide, the
destroyer crossed Lo Lhe nearest hut
and sniMed at the chinka Ia the
thatched wall, Then he moved 1o an-
other and another, searching for the
prey s hunted.  And all unconscious
of His grisly presence the bimoks
within slept on in bllaaful lgnorancs
of the hideous menace roaming at will
ugn their village.
!hlr: ﬁfu whnite men's hut the three
bhrutes struggled with the batting
girl, Their victory waa nhot 10 ba the
eusy thing they bad bargained on.
and as they fought to subdue her,
thelr positiona changed from time to
time, Once she caugbt Gooteh's thumh
batwooen her teeth, nor released ber
hold until she had almost severod it
from his hand,
r(‘!untns and moaning, ths orook
withdrew from the battle for a mo-
ment to ait with his back toward the
door nurmng his hurt,  Kelly and
Taylor were still endeavoring to over-
power tholr auarry without killing
hor. Their faces were Loward Lhe
door, Suddenly Vieginia felt their
grasps reiax and saw  thelr eyes,
wide in horror, dirooted across her
shoulder, She turned to discover
what had so quickly diveried thelr
attentlon from her, and she gasped
at the sight that met her eyes. Framed
in the doorway was the massive head
of & huge lNon, Gooteh had not
preen the beast. Ho was rolling to
and fro Arunkenly, holding on to his
injured thumb,
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Without & word Taylor and Kelly gained courage and pursued. He  She jeaned apgainst the bole of a Lope for the lulure, Lut each easay

turaed wod commenced clawing fran-
tieally at the frall thatching of the
hut's rear wall, In & moment they
bad torn an opening .«irge enough to
permit thelr bodies to pass through,
dnd were gono Into the night beyonud.
AL the same insiant the lion gave
VOIte to a terrific roar, and Vieginia
dudged throurh the ront that Taylos
and Kelly had made and sprawled o
the ground outside She saw the
two scoundreis fleving toward the
right, and Instinctively sbe turned
toward the left, She had taken but o
fow ateps when there foll upon her
ears the most blosdeurdling scream of
mortal agony and terror that ever
had smote upon them in her litn, Xhe
had nol imagined that the human
volee could compuss wuch freesing
foar as that which shricked out \is
high pitched wall upon the allent
Jungle night.

The cry compelicd her 1o turn her
head bacik in the diroction of the hu.
shie had quitted, and there, in the full
dight of the equatorikl moon, she wit-
nedsed that which will be seared upon
her memory to her dying day,
~ 8he saw Gooteb, balf through the
Gpening that had given ssonpn o
holly, Taylor and herself, ciutohing
franticaliy at the turf und at the sldes
of the torn but wall. His featurey
were disturted by agony and horror
supreme,

He sbrieked aloud to the friends who
had deserted him and to the (God that
he long since had deserted, and aver,
mlowly and horribly, he was Lelug
drawn back Into the interior of the
but by an unseen power. All too well
Virginia guessesd the giant fores, the
idogus, bestlal force, that was driag-
Eing whe territiod man backward to his
doom within the dark interior of the
hut; yot, fascinated, she could but
stand and wateh the grim and terrible
tragedy,

Slowly the body dlsappeared and
then the shoulders. Only tho bowd
wad left and the handa, the ntter stil
clatchiing ruttivly for w hold upon the
frall wall, the face whita and distorted
by fear und suffering, Aond then the
head was drawn buack out of sight,
the hands guve up their jast hold;
there was a frightful wall from within
the gloowy Interior, a wall which
mingled with a saviges, thunderous
roar—and then silence,

The criva of Goolch aroused the na
tives, Warrlors wera pouring from
every hut—the whole wvillage was
aronsed, Virginia turned and resumed
her fight, Stralght toward the gates
she ran. To unbar thein was the work
of but a moment. Heyond was the
terrible jungle, the grim, cruel, mys-
tarlous Jjungle; but Lshind was & fate
more terrible than any the jungie
could offer. Without another hack-
wiurd glance the girl pusaed the purs
tals wide and scurried Into the dark-
ness of the farbidding foreat,

Tha hlacks, attracted to tha huts
oocupled by the white men by Gooteh's
screams, halted a fow paces from the
entrance and shouted to thele guests
to ascartaln the enuse of tha commo-
tlon. Tha lon within, warned by their
volces, turned from his prey and stuck
his great hend out through the door-
way. At sight of him thes blacks
howlad In mingled terror and deflancs
Thuiy wnvad thair sapsars and ahouted
hoping to frighten the beast from his
hiding place,

Annoyed and rendered nervous h
their din, the carnivora roarad bac
hin challenge, and amid a showar of
hurtling spears dushed from the hut,
For & moment he dtood bewildered
while tha hlacks retreated, and then he
turned and trotted toward the pall-

sade. Heelng him retreat, the natives | ¢

sltrted close in the shadow of the
wall for o short disiance, coming
present.) upon the gates which Vir-
ginls had left open. Thera he paused
for an (nstant to turn & soarllog face
toward his pursuers, a face which
brought them to a sudden halt, and
then, wheollng, dosted through the
patewny and was gone.

Siumbilng through the Jungie night,
V.rginla Scott was ocoupied by but &
slngle thought=-to pluce as much dis-
tauco botwesn hersell and socott Tay-
lor um she ecould. In what direction
ahe was golog, to what nnmeless fate
she did not know, she 4ld not coun-

sider, 1For the firat half hour hers
wis the fight of punic—unreasoning,
mad, hysterical. And surely ahe h.-ui

heean through enoush that day to
shake steadler nerves and more ex-
perlencad heads than hers.

Thorna and underbrush clutehed at
her short skirt and khak! jacket, tear-
Ing them; scratched her ha her
armes and her face; tangied m-
selven botween her feel and tripped
her. Agaln and agaln she fell, oniy
1o aeramble to her feet once more and
plunge on deeper and deeper into the
unknown. The myriad jungie nolses
foll for n time on doeaf sars—the
movement of padded feot, the brush
of bodisa agninat vine and bush, the
fluttering of weird wings registered
not at all upon her fear-numbed brain.

And then, ahove all othar sounds,
broke ane that hiasted ity way to her

perceptive  fuculllea. Thunderous,
ominous, earth-shaking, tarrible, It
shattered  her precccupation  and

awoke her to A aense of the nearness
of other dangers than that from
which she was flesing.

it wos the roar of a lon, To her
‘ense nerves it gounded cione behind
her, The wirl paused, sturk and rigid,
lirtoning. She stood with her clenched
honds tight againat her bosom. Her
breath came in Nttle gasps  She
could feel her heart heatlng against
her ribs—ahe could hear (t; ahove the
nolses of the funkis 1t sounded like o
traitorous tation beating out a eall 1o
tha prowlers of the night, sulding
tham to thelr prey

For & moment she atood thus, until
out of the hluckness from which she
hud eoma shie thought ahe heard the
Stanithy pad of grest feet. With a
shudder and o little gnsp she turned
again ta flea from this new menace
On ahe atumbled, hruised, hiomding,
hopaleas. For how long sha conll
not know. Time had cansed to axist
In ths mean, and man mada unity of
seconds, minutes or hours—#ach hes=t
bent measured an eternity, She had
bean floaing thus through the Linck
noass of tortured terror sineo time he
gan-— ahe would continus thus 1o Hee
hopelesa, untll tha Inst trump, an
then ths thing bheiilnl waond
apring, frightful talans would faste;
themselves In her soft fesh, giant
fangs wonid sink deep in neck or
shoulder. It wauld be the snd.  The
end! The thought bhroug.t her 1o n

tree, panting llke & winded dos that,
nfier & brave battia for liberty, finds
{tself spent and awnits resigoedly the
cuming of the hounds,

Bhe waited, |istening for sounds of
the coming of the beust of prey sha
felt sure was upon her teall. Shs lis-
tened, but she heard no sound to M-
dicate that the beast was closs at
hand. However, she did not attemp:
to delude hersslt Into a fesling of
falrn wecurity. She well knuw the
uncanny rotindlesness of 1he poass-
ing of the grent cats when they chose
sllunce

[but what was that? A body, block
agninst the biackness of the Jungle,
had moved among the trees to her
rigitt. Bho strainad her sye« in tha
dirsotion of the ahadowy form, Yas!
Thers It was, and another and oan.
other. Suddenly two spols of fire
glowesd dimly from the polat upon
which her gaxe was concentrated
Close beside them appearad two other
spotn,

Virginin shrank back against tho
trea horrified. A lHttle prayer rose
from her silent lips, God! Thoy were
coming ciomsr. Stealthily, nolsslessiy,
they wers creeplng upon her, The
rough bark of the tree bohind her
gave to the frenzied forie of her
clutehbing fingers. A plece broke off,
coming away In her hand, Huch a
little thing may pomstimes prove the
most monotonons of a lifetime. ‘P
Virginia It brought a lighining train
of thoughts that opened an avenis of
nope it har hopeless hroast. The tree!
Why had ahe not thought of it ha-
{orm?

They wera coming closs now--wonld
thare ba time? Bhe turned and meas-
ured tha girth of tha bos with her
nrma. It wan not a large tres—in
that lay still greater hope. A suidden
mnarling broke from the things cresp-
ing upon her, and at the sams Instant
sha leapad as high as whe could, mn-
braced tha stem nf thn tres  and
serambled rapidly aloft

There waa & rush helow
chaorua of angry growis, and some.
thing brushed her foot Mhe heard
the ook of faws snapping topgether
below her, sid thon she drew heroelf
to the camparative safety of a lower
Nm

With reaction cama fatntness and a

her, a

poldy dimginess that threatensd o
te TR fram her sancinasy, but
she #h ferperiatoly, and after o
nent ainpd cantreal of herself
Then, painfully and  wenrily, she
cepwlold g NHrtle higher bimong the
[ v until she foumd u spnt whers
d eedline in greatir safety

I nfort,
frore ahe bay sloepleds throligh the
tytee af the night=n few hours
wh i wemed andiess 1o her-whils

funle 1ife surped back and forth

w, wround and above her and the
igie nojshd, fanrsoime and dneanny,
rors and £, a davile' discord Jangling

suddan stop. ha end! It was in- | AW parves
evitable. Why flee from the inevi Through those long hours Vieginia
tahin? songht, by planning, soma ray of
4
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In this direction brought her to & doa !
stop mKwine the blank wall of fav
She was alone, unarmed and lost i
the Jjungle, Nnoe was surrounded by
suvage beasts wivl savage min by aoy
one of which sie would be considerel
naturn. piay,

o elrace the g Journey [Treu
the coast. ¢ven though she knew ths
trall, would b impossihliv, nod egual-
Iy lapossible would be the task of
going wicad o search of Itichurd
tiordon, whom abe know 1o be soine-
whers to the west uf her. The mora
sliv weighed hor chunoes for existoncs
wigainst the forcoa of destiuction pit-
ted agwmiost her. the more hopelcss

appeared ber mituation, Kvenn the
dnning of dawn, orainardy o time ul
TenCWAIRE  Lope, brought noe  added

bouyancy to her Jaded splrils—only
4 dogwed determination to Clght on
to the Inevitible ond, and then o din
bravely with u conscloustess of hav-
T fomgeht w good tight, os beciames
a granddanghter of Jofferson Hoolt,

An duylight diapelied the durkness
abuit ber and objovts thiet il ae-
suiuvd grotesque and menacing pro-
purtions Ly night recoded and shrunk
to the commonlaces of day Virginia's
cyvs sought the ground below for o
Klimpsa of the creaturos whose men-
wet hind driven her Lo Lthe safely of
branches before: but, search as saho
wWould, she vould discover no sign
of dangerous beast, and al last, re-
nlizag that soo could not remalin in
the tree forever, she dropped to the
pround and resumed her flight. Not.
ing the direction of the sun  mhi
turned  her face toward (he west,
deciding at last that her only hope
of sulvation lay m reaching eharl
Gordan, and influenced equally, ton,
Ly the abiligation site felt WiFEng ugin
her to find and warn him of the
mennce wiish lay In wait upon his
homewurd trall.

That she would find Wi she had
Hitln hope; bur at least she would
hivvs thee ponr satisfaction of elinging
b duty to the lant, hawever futilo he
attempt to fulfil that duty

e had not gone o great distanee
Wiin whe bechma suddenly wware of
the uncanny sewsutlon that ahe woi
boing followed. ‘Turning. she  Loskol
ek in the Jungle belilnd her; buat
wiaw pothing, Yet again, the moment
she had resumed hoe wiy, she ool
have sworn that siss heard something
ving thromigh ¢ [ nt her
In How this continusd uh

nat have teld; but at Jength it
W preyed npon her norves that sho

LY Tie s mufa e ddend 1o P mint
af ni Ky » rrapr equal to that

ik 1 Ker th et

It » ild hove soer
t diged her fuots

Kvtation
Han

vaouiil

whie
Sing nle

L3
bt et fie ti} tnp
rib ereht gro f 1 et e
nervous sufering  waoild oy
iemn,; but 1o fesl Ly pyen 0
vat not (o aen i, ta Noar
fon'stops and wee no twlg disturh
wan harrbiis

A dogen times sh

W

L

of cinmbering Tntog u th

i thirst which alrecdy ha

her told her i no u rrtain terms
thnt there must e no tarryinge ©x
ot dn the last extev e of danger
Wil ahe had strengt!i she must go
n onnd an, far if she did not And food
it drink she soon would have oo
treneth Lo gn

Tweonty Ly s sl munst have turned
ra seurch out the prowles that stalked
her, yot she ) had no slightown
itmpse of Him, when ahe hralie, gu
inexpectodly, into a amall olearing
Hiralght corcss (i she pade her wi
andl toward the contes tarned rdin 19
caLl A DErvous glance rearward, aad

ISRV NS T DN Y e

NEXT WEEK'S COMPLETE NOVEL IN THE EVENING WORLD

ek ik Rtk

|When Liberty Was Born

then she saw
trackh—a mabgy, hideous, skulking
hyenn.

Virginia knew that men looked
down upon this repulsive beast, eall-
Ing hitn 4 harmiess coward; but she
knew 1oo that many a man had fallen

the thing

upon  her

rey to the enormoud strength and
nrovity of thess same ereatures. Hha
know of their cunning and their

erucity, and that, like all aother hunted
heastn, they were an perfecily aware
when man was unatmed as was mae
himsaltl,

Bhe had heard tales of thelr cour-
age too; of their nttacking lions and
draeging his kil from benecath tha
vory nose of the King of boants, And
so sho did not decelve herself, an have
athers to thelr sorrow, an to the cow.
ardios or tha harmicssness of this,
Noture's mont loathsome creantlon.

Fifty yards aheal wan a low tres
growing solitary in the clearing. Bhe
would take refuse thers untll the
beast hnd gone, Hhe guickened hor
pace, and, turning her head, saw, o
her horror, that tha hyena had broken
inte a trot and was coming straight
for her, Even so, sho could reach the
tree; she wia quite near it now, The
hyena was not charging, just trotting
nlowly townrd her. Evidently he was
ton Bure of his prey to feel any neces-
wity for exertin imnelf.

Virginia reached the tree in ample
(timn to climb (o safely, and it was
with a little prayer of relief that ahe
looked up for & hand hold upon a
lower branch—a prayer that froze
upon her lips and turned 1o & seream
of horror, startled from overwrouwht
nerven, ds ahe saw a great snake
colled In the branches above hior head.

CHAPTER VII.

HEN daylight broke upon the
village from which Virginia
had eacaped it found Taylor
and Kelly, shaken but so-
bered, proparing lo sel out

in seareh of Virginia. In the jungis
outslda the palisade they had buried
the torn remnants of what had once
been William Gooteh, and then they
giathered their men together and ast
| forth upon the trail of the girl

Spreading out In a great circle, two
or thres togethor, they beat the jungle
in all dirvctiona. Chance led the two
whites with a handful of men toward
the weat, und a shred of tora khuaki
clinging to & thorn bush pnt one of
(hie natives upon her tratl.  After that
it wans easy nnd the party made rapld
progrosa in the wike of the fleeting
girk

And to the woest another camp was
(atlr, Hreakfast was served and dis-
pomed of, and Dick Gordon, humming
Jt'm niee to kot up in the morning”
Mouldersd o Neht sporting rifle, and
#ith his pun bearer at his heols with
Sin express set out along the coaats
word tradl ahead of his safari,

The day was beautiful, Gordon was
Happy. Hroudway hold more pitfalls
ui the jungle, Hia was but =
happy, care free jaunt to the coant,
1o wos already commencing to feol
worry that his qQueat wan ower and his
outlng past its senith, Back to tha
humdrum of civilization! ke abrugged
dlsgustedly, Not an untoward occur-
rence upon the entirs trip. The mo-
natony of New York had followaed him
into the witds of Aftica. He had been
born, evidently, to the commonplace,
Advonture ahunned him.

And then, directly abead and »o
closa that it souaded shoild upon his
ruse the scream of & terrifiad
woman. Gordon leapsd forward al a
rapld run,  in a dozen puces he Lroks
from the Juugle into a amall ciearing
to a sight which surprised iim no lese
than would the pressnce of a Numi.
dian llon louss upon Fifth Avenuc,

He suw flest o dishevelled white girl
clothed in torn khaks, ber balr loos-
euid and fallen about her shiulders
I her hand was & broken branch and
snarling aboul ber was & huge hyena,

closiug in ready to charge.

Liwstore either tho girl or the beast
renlied that & new factor had besn
precipitated Into thelr sncounter Gor-
don had thrown hbis rifle to his
slhuaider and Bred Just as the hyena
Chae cod, With 4 yelp of agony the
hidecus oreature tumbled over and
nver slmont to the girl's feet, and as
hullets

Burs,

It ohius Lo rest TWO  mors
pinged ito (te carcass, finlaling It
furever

Gordon had run forward, stopping
only momentartly 1o fire, and an in-
stant after hin last shot ho atood he-
fore tha girl looking down at bher with
natanishment and  iners ity writ
ten large upon his countanance

She loaked up at him In equal aston-
Islimont. He saw hor reel, and drop-
ping his ritle, stesdiod ber with hia
irin

I the nama of all that is hely,”
1o mod, M pro you, and what afe
you dotng hers alone in the Jungwe?*

“You are Mr Gordon!™ »

He podled, “You, my noms is CGors
I bt Now the—~how in the world
did you know that and who are you?

¥ o

I am Vimeinls Scott she
1, v b w1 trapbling and unsirung
1"t w [ 1M v that she com
pwsi]  her suthvientiy to wnswar
Itim enherently
Ciardnn’s pvrs went swelde at the dis-
F of War (Nentlty
Wl lum Rentt 't b wi lntmed, "What
Wraueht you Lera? | t your mnther
Ly ntter tellin g har that | vwoauld
hetiie hot h ters e the ol
mil :' r
uyes " ahne pxplained, “but anothar
CaTs e lovite " soott Taslor
my mothors ! he ast out
finr von Lo tn . territidn, Mr
iordon—he had fallow i
yon't
e wens thw . nelr?
ViFminln nealdel
“And you huve takan st
ehaneoes ta wiarn mae™* i hnd
“Thiern wan no athar Wiy, slin ra
plinit
Ha questinned her it e nnd hit
hy hil wrunge from Yer the w
v bl ey 0 ' riloals rough
" she Bnidl noaexe
. il this fap ¢
" ' 1 [} ety
ylut o
1 i i wialehilng khepr closply
shie thlhed, el be found it Jdim
oull Lo take oyes from her face,
it war & very beautiful fage. KEwvesn
L
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the grime and tha dirt and the
scratchen eonld not conceal that fact.

"You have done a very wonde
thine, Miss Seott,” he sald. “A very
brave, and wonderful, and foollsh
thing. 1 thank God that T found
¥you in tima, 1 sahndder to think what
your fate woauld  have been  had
ehnncs notl led us together at the
righ* moment."

An they talked another party came
ta the edge of the clearing upon s
oastarn varge—came and halted st
the sight disciosd bafors thelr eyes.
1t was Taylor, Koilly and thelr blacks,
Thay had heard the shat and huarried
forwnard, hat eautlnsly; as they were
surs that Virginia wos not armed.

When Taylor saw the girl and Scott
togather he saw the end of mll his
hopwa—unloas—. [is ayes na
as the smggestinn forced ltself upon
him. Hare wars thess two who stood
alona between him and fortune. Twe
nhots would put them from his path
forever.  Ehou'd either ever reach
clvilimation amain Scott Taylor would
becoma an outeast. Tha story of his
villalny would make him a marked
man in the haunts ha best loved,

Never agaln could he retu
Hrondway, ' oy
flordon's back was toward him.

The wirl's eyea wers hidden from him
by the man's broad shoulders. Tay-
lor stepped from bohind the tree that
had concealad him. Ho took carefuol
alm nt his Arat victim—the man. And
at that moment Oordon shifted s
position, and Virginia's horrified syes
took 1n the menncs at his hack,

It win too late to warn him, Thers
wan but a alngls ehance to save him.
Thers was no algn in her expression
that she had discovered Tavior. He
wia  readjusting his alm te the
changad position of his target. and
he wan taking his time about 1, tee,
for ha nould not afford to bungle or
to miss,

At Gordon's balt swung his revalvss,
Virginia was po closs she could ¢
him by crooking an sihow, Sha 41
not have 1o take a step closer, and 1t
wans the work of hut & second to whip
the ravolvar from its holster, swing
it up upon Beott Tavior and pall the
trigeer, At the report Gordon whesled
in surprise toward the direction the
2lrl had fred, He saw o white man
Arop & rifle and stagger ont of sight
behind a tree, and then the il
graspad him by the arm and drew
him hehind the tres heneath the
hranchea of which they had met,

Tt w Tavior™ ahes whispered.
“He hod lovsilad his fiflo ot vou, He
wonld have ghot you In the haek, the
eur™

“1 thought.” sald DIk Gordon In &
wondering voles, “that | owed yon
abont nll that o man ecould owe to a
fellow-belng: but now vou have stitl
further added to my debt™

“Yon ows me nothine; the oblign-
thon s #til! all upon the sidn of my
mother and myasif,™ renlled Vieeinia,
"Rnt If von want to adA a thouseand.
fald to that ohlientlon | can tell you
how vou ean Ao 1t*

"Hoaw® gaked Oordon eamerly,

"My petting me and yourself aut of
thin hideons eountry and baeck to
Amerlen uﬂ?'melh an it ean he done™

“Tood,” od Clordon, “Wae'll start
In fust a minnte, but first P'm eoing
Aftor that human menhitls and put
hin whers he waon't shoot anvy mora
At & man's hack or bother women™
anAd ealling to his men, who wers naw
caming up, ha started aeross the
clearing tn parenlt of Taylor,

That worthv, howavar, cluded them,
WaounAed 'n the forsarm, ha had senre.
ried Into the funels, hal? sunnoresd,
half dengeed B Kelly, who, whils fosl,
ing no lavalty townrd his leader,
whrank with terror from tha thought
of helne lef alone ta the mercles of
tha hlaekn In the eentre of Africa. The
rewar® he had ahout elven up with
the stght of Gordon and tha girl te-
gether, for with Cooleh dead a
Tavior wonnded, it apemed practieally
honelean 1o sxpect ta pravent Gardon
and Vieginla raturning to America
Koty knew that he couldn't do ¢
alane, nor wonlt he try. e ecould
knife n man In the bark with ease,
hut a look n* Gordon had sassured him
that it would nnt he profitable em-
ployment (o attemnt ta gel noar
ennieh to that uthletle and campetont
Inokine voung man ta resch him with
n knife. No Kelly was through, in so
far nn further pttempts nt erima In
hiy n!i-'-n-m surroundings wers oon-
[alid ¢} [

"ot "am back 'n the gond o) T, 8.
he urged Taylor "an' I'll agres to
help vou: but Afslen—nover agnin!*
and he rilssd his right hand solemnaly
ahove his hend,

Toaylor amiled ironieplly, “Yen' ‘ot
‘rm bk ta the paod old IT. 2.°" he
mimicked. “Thev'll wo hack of them-
welvas fast enongh, you baoh, withont'
any heln from us, and they'll makn
itle old 11, 8 a0 d—— hot thas ¢
won't hold us. I that eat hade't
ninked ma I'd stop ‘em hefare ever
they renched tha const, hut ™ and ha
wincod with patn, “U'smy a1l In for a
whilod hut by —— 1'll fallow thom to
the Staten ond get them there: there
CURt anyhady put anything over on
me (ke thie “Chev pan't roh mne of
what's mine by right even if it ian"t
nioe by law, and 'l show ‘em, Il

show ‘am ™

Virrinla wan for piving the native

:Il!n'n of hor adventurss a  wide
arth, hut Clordor
bk, fon amsursd hear that

must nans it on the trail to the
. Gl that ha was rather anxions
tn o mo wnd Interview thae chief The
tona of voirs In which he statead his
datermination  flled  Vireinia  with
dlartn and sha mnda him promise
thiut ha would do nothing to Arouse
the wrath of the nitlves

L pass the village they di4, and
mich to thelr  =urprisn  the fipst

Ty

tilem By

e saw cinerging from the
e It meert them wern sevoeral
white men They proveld to ba (Y
party of wild pnlmal eptlectors vome.
ne down from an sxcursion Wward
the n ] I sturdy vagts they hﬂl‘.
rovaral young lons, n fow leopards,
VYoenan nod other wpeeimens of the
Y [ tha distelict through which
‘ 1. Now they were on
+ the copst, bt the stories
1 e thiad teord t othe  wondertul
bl naned Hon that bad terrorzed
e vitaga nnd Killed i white man
thore tha night befora had dater-
el e to stop lond enouxh to
: ' tt %% capturs  the splendid
eqnt

Gordon ang Virginin tarried with
P h t a few minutes, then O -
tinne ! tnsir way to the const, whieh
they reavhod without ineldent after
what was, ta (Gordon at least, the
plesantest fonrney of he life. Had
It n o Tor the anxiety which he
kniw ihe ¢ mother must ba suf-
tovtuir on unt of her mad esoa-
pade be would have found means te

wrolnng the Journey many days.
(Te Be Continued.) ’
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